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I.
I NTRODUCTION
Location of Lamar School
In 1906 the new residential district, Golden Hill, had
just been put on the market with only a few scattered residences completed.

There were no paved streets in that part

of town, but there was a single track for the street-car
1

on Boulevard, now named Yandell.
1

Records of the Administrative Office of the El Paso
Public Schools.
The School Board realized that the City of El Paso
would grow eastward and that another elementary school would
be needed on the then edge of to~m.
t hat time were:

On the Sc h ool Board at

Captain T. J. Beall, Dr. Howard Thompson,

C. W. Fassett, Henry Welsch, J.H. Ha rper, Dr. W. N. Vilas, and
Judge Beauregard Bryan.

S. P.

Putnam was Superintendent of

2

the Public Schools.
2

Ibid.
Statement of the Bond Issues made for the Public Schools
of the City of El Paso:
Fifth series: $ 50,000, 40 year 5% bonds, issued
in 1905; u s ed to purchase grounds, to supplement
the funds realized from the sale of the old Central
School, in the erection of the San Jacinto School

3
and the er~ction of the Lamar School - and furnishing both. j

3

Records of the Admi n istrative Office of the Public
Schools.
The School Board purchased two pieces of land for the
school sit e s.

Lamar School was to be built i n Block 59,

Franklin Hei ghts Addition, frontin g Montana Street.

This

new elementary school was named in honor of Mirabeau

a

Lamar,

second President of the Republic of Texas wh ose foresi ght
4
laid the foundation for the educational system of Texas.
4

El Paso Herald, September 27, 1905, p.

J.

An article on October 20, 1905 stat e d that "work was

started on Lamar Sc hool today.

The foundation work will

be completed by the end of the we ek."

5

5

Ibid., October 20, 1905, p. 8.

Difficulti e s in Construction
The archite c t for th e bu ilding was Edward Kneezell and
the Mis s issippi Valley Construction Company was awarded the
contract.

The brick used in the first part of c onstruction

was found to be faulty.
rebuilt.
tors

Tha t part had to be taken down and

The School Board a ppointed a committ ee of contra c-

to investigate:

Rattenbury.

Frank Powers, Fred Wri ght, an d W. H.

The Board also passed a resolution voicing

4
belief that the public int e rest would be protect e d because
6
the contracting company had given bond in large sum.

Ibid., January 3, 1906, p.2.
Bad luck seemed to atte nd the c ons truction of Lamar
School.

Delayed shipments of slate impeded the final work,

but the lost carload of slate was located and delive red to
Lamar School site and the building was exp ected to be completed
in two more we e ks.

7

7

Ibid., April 16, 1906, p.5.

But on April 24, 1906, all work was stopped.

The con-

tra ctor and the School Board had trouble over fi nances.
There was $1500 to $ 2000 more work to be done and the School
Board was holding ' 10,000 in cash.

Whe n the Sc hool Board

had ma de the last a dvanc e , the agreement was t h e work would
be completed in two more weeks.

At the end of the two we eks,

the sch ool was not completed and the contracto r asked for
8

anothe r advance.

This th e Sc hool Board refused to make.

Ibid., April 24, 1906, p.J.
After settling local claims for mat erials purchas e d,
the School Board notified the Mississippi Valley Construction
Company to give possession and move out.

The Sc h ool Board

5
took over the contract and Rattenbury and Davis, Contractors,
complete d the job.

Architect Kneezell, as the representative

of the School Board, d·irected the work, and Captian T.J. Beall,
Judge Beauregard Bryan, and C. W. Fassett were appointed as
a committee with power to act in straight ening out th e difficulties with the construction company.

The Fidelity

Bonding Company of Baltimore sent John Harris to El Paso for
a conference with the School Board.

He said the bonding

company would make the $18,000 good as the construction ·com9
pany had not fulfilled the contract.
9

Ibid., May 2, 1906, p.5.

Walls settled a nd a · big . crack ap peared f r om the ground
to the r oof on the east end of the building, an inch or more
across in some places.

The sinking was so pronounced on the

southeast corner that heavy stone piec e s had snapped in two.
A crack had appeared, also, on the west side, but not so wide.
The dama ge was caused by a weakened foundation and leaky
10
sewe r pipes.

10

Ibid., January 11, 1908, p. 9.

In February, 1908, at the Board Me eting, a motionvas
made and the res~lution ad opte d that Mr. Frank Powers be
authorized and directed to repair the foundation of Lamar
School and to investigate the water and sewer pipe lines and

6

to put them in first-class condition immediately.

These

repairs were to be made unde r th e supervision of Architect
11
Kneezell.
11

School Board Minutes, El Paso, Texas,

February 4,

1908.
A.t the Board Meeting in Octiober, 1910, a letter was
read from the City Building Inspector calling attention to
the condition of the main steps at Lamar Sc hool.

The steps

were settling and were in a dangerous condition due to
insufficient width and de pth of th e foundation.

Also, a

letter was read from Sorenson and Morgan, builders of the
steps, in which th e y stated that they would re pair the steps
if th e Board considered th e ir company at fault, but if the
Board found that water ran in from the street, th ey would
not consider t hemselves at fault.

The matter was referred

to the External Committee to have the steps put in good
12
condition.

12
Ibid., October 11, 1910.

In September, 1912, a motion was made and carri e d to
have the walls painted in order to see if any more cracking
or settling would take place.

13

Ibid., September, 1912.

13

7
After the school building was compl e ted, Montana Stre et
was graded and th e school grounds were several fe e t below
street level.

Miss Alice Fitzpatrick, who was principal

of Lamar an d a woman of vision and imagination, designed
the parking which would be slanting along Montana Stre et.
The school grounds at Lamar School are distinctive an d like
14
no oth e r in th e city.
14
Interview with Mrs. Alberta Morse, June 27, 1955.
The sixteen-foot parking slopes from the sidewalks and
is backed by concrete curbing to separate the parking from
the playground.

The School Board spent $ 500 and the patrons

of Lamar Sc hool raised $ 500.

The Board had th e work done and
15
the patrons attended to the grass and beautification.

15

El Paso Herald, A ril 1, 1909, p. 8.

In addition to trouble with the building construction,
the front steps, and the grounds, the roof proved unsatisfactory.

In 1914, a contract was awarded to H. Welsch Company

to put a new roof on Lamar School at a cost of $756 with a

16

guara ntee of t en years.
School Board Minutes, August 18, 1914.
In May, 1917, H. W. Johns-Manville Company submitted a
proposition to apply an additional sheet of asbestos roofing

g

without cost on condition that the framework of the roof
be properly prepared at the expense of the School Board.
17
This offer was accepted by the Board.
17

Ibid., May 28, 1917.

II.
OPENI NG OF LAMAR SCHOOL
First Faculty
When Lamar School opened on September 19, 1906, State
Superintendent R. B. Cousins gave the addre s s at the
dedication excercises.

The first faculty was compos ed of

Miss Francis Bills, Miss Sallie Blakesley, Miss Jean
Borum, Miss Bessie Roe, Miss Alberta Heep, Miss Sophia
Gilchrist, Miss Edith Gidding s, Miss Anna Washburn, and
Miss Emma Hoffman.

Miss Alice Fitzpatrick was principal.

Only eight rooms were in use the first yea r , but by the
following September, th e full room capacity, seventeen

18

rooms, had been completed.

1
Records of the Admini s trative Office of the El Paso
Public Sc hools.
The principal, Miss Fitzpatrick, also taught the low
19
first g ra de, but handled both jobs well.
19

Interview with Mrs. Alberta Morse.

Physical Plant
The building is constructed of red brick with the first
floor or basement made of rock.
9

The steps leading to the

10
main entrance go to th e s e c ond fl oor as the first fl oor
is below th e stre et level.

The large auditorium is in the

center of the t h ird floor.

The windows were made of

ribbed glass to soften the glare from the sun and had
b eveled wind ow f rames of iron to admit li ght on the darkest
day.

The walls of the large classrooms were tinted differ-

ent shadeg of green, slate, terracotta, and red.

Above

the entrance is a large iron plate with the inscription:
"Cultivated mind is the guardian genius of Democracy; It
is the only dictator that freemen acknowledge and the only
20
security that freemen desire." Mirabeau Lamar.
20
El Paso Herald, March 28, 1906, p.2.

On top of the building are two small towers.
a large bell, not used any more.

In one is

The rope to ring this bell

extende d from the roof, throu gh the second floor to the
first.

The rope was not hidden, and the tea che r s in the

nearby rooms had to be on the watch for boys who would give
the rope a yank as they passed by.

The janitor rang th e bell

to open sc hool, at lunch-time, and t o close sc hool.

The

tones of the bell could be heard four or five blocks away,
and many a child has run the last block to get to sc h ool on
21
time whe n he hea r d the first peal of the bell.
2

Interview with Mrs. Alberta Morse .

11
Anothe r unique feature was the spiral fire escape.
In 1915, fire escapes were installed upon all public school
buildings, "all to be iron stairway escapes except at Lamar,
22

San Jacinto, and Franklin which would be spira l fire esc apes."
22

School Board Minutes, August 31, 1915.
The spiral escapes were replaced by stairway escapes
several years ago, but many of El Paso's citizens can remember
the thrill of sliding down.
In 1910 the kindergarten room was tinted in a li ghter
color, as it was decided that the dark wa lls were injurious
23
to the eyes of the children.
23

Records of Adminstrative Office.

Then in 1913, larger windows were put in the ki ndergarten
24
room to admit more light.

24

School Board Minutes, May 21, 1913.

Curriculum
When Lamar School opened on SeptBmber 19, 1906, it
housed grades from kindergarten through the ei ghth grade.
The kindergarten was the fourth to be a dded in the El Paso

12
25
Public Schools.
25

Elaine Lewis Morrel, The Rise and Growth of Public
Education in El Paso, Texas, Master's Thesis, p.57.
Lamar School now has fifteen classrooms, two teachers'
lounges, an auditorium, a libra ry , princi pal's office, and
a cafet e ria.
In the yea r 1908-1909 when Mr. F. M. Martin was the
Superi ntendent of the El Paso Schools, manual arts cours e s
were put in all el ementary schools.

Lamar had suitable

e quipme nt for manual trai ning and s ewin g clas s es.

However,

these classes were discontinued in 1933 due to the de pression.
For lack of funds, teache r s of special subjects were not
placed in the elementary schools.
was carried on wherever possible.

Work in art and music

26

2

Records of Administrative Office.
In 1920 the girls' lavatory on the top floor was c onverted into a room for the sewing classes.

This room is now

used for the library which was formerly housed in the back of
the auditorium.

In 1920 the manual training classes were
27
held in a room at the east end of the basement.
27

Interview with Miss Alicia Swann, July 3, 1955.

13
The class for deaf children was held at Lamar School
from 1924 until 1941 wh en it was moved to Bailey School.
A s pecial class for defective children was held at Lamar

28

in the year 1935-1936, when it was moved to Bailey School.
2

Records of the Administrative Office.
Lamar School has always maintained the high standards
of the El Paso Public School System as attested by the
records of its graduates and by the many honors won in aca- demic and extra-curricular activities.

Lamar School has had

some of the outstanding teachers and principals of the
school system.
we r e principals

Both Miss Fitzpatrick and Mrs. Arrington
of Lamar for many years and so were able

to carry out long-range plans that showed marked results in
the accomplishments of the students.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Lamar School has had enviable records in extra-curricular
activities.

The students participat e d in all activities with

enthusiasm and keen school spirit.

Many trophies and placques

attes t to skill in athletic c ontests.

At one time Lamar

School had the distinction of being called the "cradle of
athletics" because it held first place for a number of years
in many sports:
29
track.
29
Ibid.

baseball, football, soccer, volley-ball, and

14
The Student Council was one of the outstanding features
of the extra-curricular activities.

Students paid a poll

tax of one cent for the privilege of voting in th e school
elections.

They elected a president of Lamar Sc hool, a

vice-president, a secretary and treasurer, two health off icers
( a boy and a girl).

A representative from each class met

with th e Student Council once a week after school in the
a u ditorium.

The Student Council heard discipline cas e s and

transacted other school business.

They assessed penalties

such as memorizing c cd e's, of character and citizenship. The
students t ook their res ponsibilities seriously.

The princi-

pal or a teacher met with the Student Council, but only in
an advisory capacity.

30

30

Interview with Miss Mi nnie Donovan , June 24, 1 955.

Another activity participated in by all students was
the large May Festival eve ry s prin g .

The Fe stiva l t ook

place on th e school grounds, ended with a May Pole Dance,
and th en every one went inside to th e auditorium for an hour's
prog ram.

This annual May Festival was discontinued four

31
years a g'?•

31

Ibid.

Music was stre ss e d at Lama r School.

The Girls' Glee

Club and the Boys' Glee Club performe d on many programs and
won honors for th e school.

Scho ol opera progr ams in El Paso

15
ori gi na ted at Lamar.

Some of the ope ras given were : Aida,

Martha, Bohemian Girl, Hiawatha, Lohengrin, and Il Trova tore.
There we re usually two ope ras given each year to familiarize
th e childre n with th e best standard opera music.
Lamar Sc hool wa s the first elementary school to publish
a scho ol paper, but this ha d to be discontinued when the
e i ghth grades were move d to El Pa so Hi gh Sch ool in 1 916 a nd
32
print i ng was discontinued ·in th e gra de s.

32

Re cord s of Admi nistrative Office.

The pap e r was called "Poor John's Almanac" and was publi s hed
eve ry three or four weeks.

On the first page of the second

issue was an India-i nk drawing of a hi gh-browe d individual
looking like Elbert Hubbard and William Faversham combined,
and lab eled "Honorable J.R. House, the gentleman this pap e r
33
is name d for."

:3.

El Paso Herald, November 19 , 1909, p.4.

Lamar School issued the first annual to be published by
a grammar school in El Paso.

The book contained thirty pa ges
I

an d wa s bound in the school colors, green and gold.

The

name of th e annual, "El Ocotillo", and the year "1915" we re
printed in gold lett ers on a green background.

This first

annual was dedic a ted to Miss Fitzpatrick, the principal.
It was printed by th e pu pils in th e manual arts print shop

16
of Lamar School.

Jeannette Davey was editor; Edward Walker

and William Ma yfield, a s sistant editors; Cecil Boyd, busi ne ss
34
ma na ger.
34

Ibid.,

ay 28 , 1915.

Anot he r act i vi ty partici pa te d in by many s tud ents is the
Sc hoolboy Patrol.
years.

It has been in operation for twenty-six

Th e El Paso Lions Club s ponsors the Patrol and fur-

ni s hes ca ps, white belts, and certificat e s to the members.
The 20- 30 Club is co-sponsor and furnishes th e "Safety Sally"
35
si gns which mark the school zones.
35

.
El Paso Times, January 4, 1954. p.6.

Sin ce both Montana and Yandell a r e streets with cons tant
traff ic, the twenty-five Patrol Boys at Lamar School have
a hea vy responsibility.
School Population
When Lamar School was opened in September, 1906, the
enrollment consisted ch iefly of Anglo-American ch ildren from
the mo s t prominent families of the city.

In t he almost

fifty years of the school's exist ence, the r e has been a slow
but steady transition from an Anglo-American population to
one in which the majority of students come from Latin-American
36
homes.
3

Lamar School Records.

17
Many of the old homes on Wyoming, Missouri, and Yandell
Streets have been replaced by stores in a zone extending
from Cotton Avenue to town.

Many of the once beautiful homes

have been converted into apartment or rooming houses and
most of the Anglo families have moved eastward into newer
37
residential districts.

37

Interview with Miss Donovan.

Boundaries
In 1910 the Lamar School District was defin ed as ex tending east of Brown Street, north of t he G.H. and S.A. Railroad tracks, and west of Cotton Avenue.

Also, all pupils

from the Highland Park District above the fifth grade were
to report to Lamar School.
extended somewhat:

In 1912, the Lamar District was

"All pupils below high school, residing

east of Noble Street, west of Highland Park Car line ( if
south of alley line between Erie and Detroit Streets), and
north of the G.H. and S.A. Railroad tracks."

The present

boundaries are: Octavia Street on the west, railroad tracks
on the south, Palm Street on the east, and Detroit Street
38
to th e mountains on the north.

3

Records of the Admini s trative Office.

ITEMS OF INTERE ST
Honors Won
Lamar has had an enviable record in both academic
and extra-curricular activities.
1910- Harold Detwiler, first in D.A.R. Essay Contest
1910- David Cheavens, first in D.A.R. Essay Contest
1913- Ervin Schwartz, first in Declamation Contest
1914- Charles Thurston, first in Declamation Contest
1914- Joe Wri ght, first in Spelling Contest
1915- William Mayfield, first in Declamation Cont est
1916 Emmie Wheatley, first in Declamation Cont est
1919- Park Pittman, first in Declamation Contest
1920- Betty Jane Huling, second in Declamation Contest

3

Records of the Admi nistrative Office.

A large trophy for Champions in Sports was won for

three consecutive years: 1920, 1921, 1922.

Other trophies

at Lamar are:
1911- Trophy in Bas ketball
1914- Trophy in Track and Basketball
1916 and 1917- Trophy in Volley-ball
1916- Large trophy for Winners in Annual Field Meet
1937- Soccer Champions

18

39

19
1937, 1939, 1940- Trophy in Track
1947- L-Y Tigers in Gra-Y Football League
1948-1949- Champions in Volley-ball, Basketball,
Track, and Soft-ball
Several placques were won by the Girls' Chorus.
1913- Trophy for Junior Football Champions g iven by
Silberberg Brothers has the following names engraved on it:
Charles Thurston
Hubert Littleton
William Peticolas
Willie Bias
Robert Rainey
Louis Marty
Barstow Morr is
Lacy Coalson
Madison Mudd
Theo Lochausen
Paul Broyles
Scott Walker
Cecil Boyd - Captain
James G. Brown - Coach
1915- Trophy for Football dampions has the following
names engraved on it:
W.
V.
L.
H.
E.
S.
-I.
P.

J.
Leach
A.
Lochausen
R.
Ericson
H.
Sanders
J.
Tankersley
R.
Palmer
J.
Gobel
T.
Boyd, Captain
G.V. Jackson - Coach

Pierce
Rowe
Haupt
Porter
Richardson
McCracken
Carlin
Talbot

These trophies are on display at Lamar School.
Annexes to Lamar School
At a special meeti ng of the School Board in Se ptember,
1915, a motion was made and unanimously carri ed that the
C,hairman of the External Committee and the Superintendent

20
of Schools be instructed to rent space in one or both
of the churches near Lamar School, in order to relieve
the overflow of students.
At the same meeting, a motion was made and unanimously
carried that Trustee Stevens be aut~orized to secure option for 60 days on the property adjacent to Lamar School
40
grounds.
40

School Board Minutes, September 6, 1915.

In October of that same year, the board voted to
accept the offer of Mrs. Rue Jackson to sell the four lots
fronting on Boulevard at the east end of the school grounds
for $4,750.

41

41

Ibid., October 4, 1915.

On October 20, 1915, Burgess and Burgess, attorneys
for the School Board, gave an opinion regarding the title
of the lots to be purchased from Mrs. Jackson.

The Exter-

nal Committee was instructed to request Mrs. Jackson to
have the title perfected and objections removed in order
42
to close the trade.
42

Ibid., October 20, 1915.
The action of the External Committee and the President

21
of the School Board in authorizing the delive ry of the
voucher to Mrs. Jackson, in payment of Lots# 29, 30,
31, and 32 in Block 59, Franklin Heights, situated at the
43
Lamar Sch ool, was a pproved.

43

Ibid., October 27, 1915.

Seven years later, at the suggestion of Miss Alicia
Swann, principal, a committee of Lamar parents urged the
Board to buy, if possible, all ground in the school block
that was privately owned and occupi ed by store s and houses
on th e corner of Montana and Dallas Streets.

The members

of the Board agreed that this property was very desirable
and would be us e ful for Lamar's use and that t hey hoped to
44
be able to buy it soon.
44

Ibid., January 17, 1922.

It was more than two years lat e r that this property
was bought.

A letter was sent to Horace B. Stevens in-

structing him to secure for the Board possession of all
buildings on Lamar Sc hool grounds as soon as possible
45
without violating any a greements in force.
45

Ibid., October 27, 1924.

The question then was:

Shall the vacant buildings on

22
the Lamar grounds be wrecked or be le f t for school use?
The decision was made to fix up th e vacant st ore to
ma ke it satisfactory for use as a ca f eteria, the expen s e
being shared by the Board and the Lamar P.T.A.; one
building to be fitted up for manual training classes;
one prepared for a residence for the janitor; one used
for th e deaf class.

4

46

School Board Minutes, January 20, 1925.

This cafet e ria served good hot lunches under the
ca pable manage r, Mrs. Bergman.

The store building facing

north on Montana was used as the kitchen and a s mall room
on the east was equipped with tables and chairs.

The

s pace was very limited and was discontinued as a ca f eteris
after a few years.

Lamar School wa s without a ca f et e ria

of any kind for many years and it was not until 1947, when
Mrs. Ol ga Pool Wilson was principal, that a storeroom in
the southeast corner of the ba s ement was converted into
a ·cafeteria.

Th is s pac e was soon out-grown; th e store-

room wa s made into a kitchen and the kindergart en room
used for the t afeteria.
47

This arrangement is still in u s e.

Interview with Miss Donovan.

In 1924 th e deaf class of twelve stud ents occupied

47

23
one of the small houses.

This class remained there with

Mrs. Belle Howell as teacher until 1941.

As all buildings

were to be torn down to give more space for the playground, the deaf class was moved to Bailey School.

At one

time the enrollment of the deaf class at Lamar reached
48
twenty-two.
4

Interview with Mrs. Belle Howell, June 30, 19 55.

Increase in Enrollment
In September, 1910, Lamar School had an enrollment
of 467; in 1911, 502; in 1912, 591; in 1913, 632.

There had

been a drop in Lama r's enrollment in September, 1916, as
the ei ghth grades had been transferred to the new El Paso
High Sc hool.

Usually fifteen or seventeen teachers were

employed at Lamar School, but in the year 1 928 -1929, twentyfour teachers were employed in orde:r:- to take care of the
large enrollment.

The building has only seventeen class-

r ooms, so classes were doubled-up, held in the auditorium,
and all available space was used.
49
1955 averaged around 500.

4

The enrollment for 1954-

Records of the Administrative Office.

24
The increased enrollment at Lamar in 1928 was due
to the large number of students from Fannin Sc hool.
Fannin was condemned and no longer to be used as a
public school.

The students were sent to Lamar, Crockett,

Dudley, and the basement of Austin Junior High, now
Houston.

In 1930 with the opening of the new Austin High,

Austin Junior Hi gh was converted into Houston, an elementary school, and the crowded conditions of Lamar were
50
relieved.
50

Interview with Miss Swann.
In 1913, there were seventy-two ch ildren in the kindergarten with Miss Anna Washburn and Miss Emma Ho f fman as
teachers.

51

That year two low first grades were necessary.

51

El Paso Herald, October 24, 1913, p.5.

In 1928, Mr. R. C. Semple, speaking for the patrons
of Lamar School before the Board, discussed the crowded
conditions at Lamar and outlined a plan for the first unit
of a proposed new building on the Lamar School site.
52
action was tak en by the Board.
52

School Board Minutes, December 18, 1928.

No

25
Tra~itions of Lamar School
Lamar School until 1950 carried on a tradition
started by Mrs. Arrington in 1922.

The students each

morning went to their classrooms to put up their books
and then assembled at appointed places.

The entire
school body took part in the opening exercises. A+l

class e s in the basement went to the kindergarten room;
classes on the first fl oor assembled in the main hall,
facing the grand piano; classes on the second floor went
to the au ditorium.

First, the students sang a patriotic

song, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

There was a

minute's silent prayer, followed by the singing of a hymn.
The entire c e remony took only five or six minutes, but
it meant a great deal to the students and the teachers.
53

53

Interview with Miss Dorothy Emig, June 23, 1955.

Another tradition followed through many years was the
marching of classes to change rooms.

Eleven girls were

assigned periods during the day to go to the auditorium,
strike a loud . chord on the piano, and then play a march
54
as the students changed classes.
54

El Paso Herald, October 31, 1931, p. 7·
LIBRAR
TEX S W ESTERN COLL .
EL ASO, TEXAS

72043

26
This custom was continued until modernization brought
the automatic bell-system.

The inter-communication system

was installed in the year 1954-i955.

In the old days,

messages were s ent to the rooms by selected students who
considere d it a gre·a t honor to be entrusted with notes and
bulletins.

To desi gnate the special messengers, to ps of

ci gar boxes were painted blue with the word "BASS" . painted
on it in black and each me ssenger carried this sign with
him.

55
55

Interview with Miss Donovan.

Another tradition enjoyed by students and teachers
was the auditorium period every Friday afternoon.

The lower

g rades held their assembly first; the one for the upper
gra des followed immediately.

At the beginn ing of each term,

every class was assi gned a Friday date to be in charge of
a pro gram.

The students enjoyed planning and seeing these
56
programs, and the participation was excellent training .

5

Ibid.

Each class, also, had an auditorium period in the
clas s room schedul ed re gularly in the week's prog ram.

A

varied list of topics was assi gned; current events, poems,
dramatizations, patriotism, citizenship, health, famous men
and women, special days.

The class worked in groups on

27
these assignments.

Some of the older tea chers still

schedule thes e classroom auditorium periods.

57

57

Ibid.

In addition to the annual May Festival held near the
end of the school year, Parents' Day was observed every
spring, featuring exhibits of the pupils' work, folk
dances, drills, songs, and orations.

In the El Paso Herald

was a write-up of the program given in the afternoon in
the auditorium.
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

a.
9.

Song - "Suwanee River" by the pupils of the high
first grade
Teacher - Miss Mary Alice Jones
Pupils - Gladys Primm, Elizabeth Watson, Margaret
Hamel, Helen Cart er, Margaret Gibson,
Juanita Williams, Marjorie Congdon, Esther
Katz, Anna B. McChesney, Ruth Osborne,
yrtle Robinson, Katarina Vasquez.
Declamation - "Webster's Reply to Haynes" by Max
Ravel.
Song - "Ah, So Fair" from the opera Martha by
Madison Mudd.
Violi n Solo - "Beethoven's Minuet" by Robert
Page Myers.
Declamation - "Gratton's Reply to Corry" by Charles
Thurston.
Song - "Drink to Me Only with Thine Eyes" by Will
Roberts.
Song - "Believe Me If All Those Endearing Young
Charms" by the Lamar Boys' Glee Club.
Members: Madison Mudd, Cecil Boyd, Charles Thurston,
Will Roberts, Henry Kidwell, David Harper,
Paul Dunbar, Lacy Coalson, Williard Brown.
Danish Games - "Ma's little Pigs" - played by
pupils of low first grade.
Danish Dance of GreetingDanish Shoemaker's Dance
Swedish Dance of Gre e ting-

/
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Swedish Dance Game- "I See You"
Children of the second and t hird grades.
Indian Dance - Pupils of the low fifth grade.
Gymnastic Drill - Pupils of the low sixth grade.
Russian Folk Dance - Pu pils of the low seventh and
high eighth grades.
Scottish Highland Fling - Pu pils of the low
eighth grade.
Irish Lilt - Pupils of the high eighth grade.

All classrooms had interesting exhibits, but special
mention was made of the display in the kindergarten.
In the kindergarten room the children had constructed a medieval castle of their building blocks,
illustrating the story of Oscar Wilde, "The Selfish
Giant." The castle had four Norman turrets and was
surrounded with a beautiful garden, containing walks
and fountains and ponds, with beds of flowers and
blooming grees under which little doll children
played. 5

5

El Paso Herald, May 21, 1 914, p.7.

The school colors of Lamar School have always been
green and g old.

The yellow crysanthemum is th e school

flower.

The school motto is "Everything to h elp and
59
nothing to hinder."
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Many El Pa s o men and women of today remembe r the
" green and gold" and the fine school spirit when they
attended Lamar School:

Jame s Rogers, Dr. Robert Homan,

Chris Fox, William Mayfield, Dr. James Gorman, Dr. Haskel

29
Hatfield, Jules Carlin, James A. Dick, Sam Katz, George
Hervey, Dr. Philip Segall, Paul Harvey, Ann Walthall Dick, \
Virginia Morris Poe, Nell Smith Gorman, Bertha Watson
Middleton, Adelaide Stiles Bauer, Clare Wooldridge Murphy,
Charlotte Crawford, Ellen McCormack, Lottie Lee Hicks
Sanderson, Charles Windberg, Richard Semple, Ann Semple
Irvin, Grace Miller Maple, Esther Pickett Curtis, Dr. John
Peticolas, William Peticolas, Jack Berg, D.K. Daniel,
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Alton Poe, Betty Colt Tynan, Dorothy Emig, Vera Smith Michael.

Interviews with Miss Swann, Miss Donovan, and Mrs.
Morse.

War Activities
During the war years, students, teachers, and parents
of Lamar School cooperated whole-heartedly with th e war
effort.

War Bonds and Stafll)swere bought regularly.

Students

gathered scrap metals, old rubber, grea s e, buttons, newspapers, and clothing.

Teachers and parents worked faithfully

in issuing Rat i on Books.

The Lamar Sc hool grounds were used

for qrill purpos e s by the Texas State Guard one night a week
in 1949.

The City of El Paso paid for the electric current

used on that one night.
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Records of the Adminis trative Offic e .

30
Lamar School is the first school to complete
the organization of war stamp saving societies
and to make a war report to headquarters. It
has eighteen societies and the total membership
is 610.
The societies are organized under clever names,
such as, Wilson Sammy Savers, Over the To p , The
Spirit of '76, We Help Win, Wake Up Americ a ,
First Aid to Thrift, and Red, White, and Blu e.
The school also has its committees known as:
'the Vigilance Committee' which keeps its eyes on
the foolish spe nders; 'My Broth e r's Helper Committ e e' that locates jobs for thos e who wish to
work and buy stamps with the money earned; the
'Hustling Committee' who work all their extra
time. 62
2

El Paso Herald,
-

April 16, 1918, p. 12.

Lamar School is proud of its former students who
fought for their country.

In World War I, Jame s (Buster)

Biggs, an ex-Lamar student, lost his life.
Air Force Base was named for him.

The Bi gg s

Thos e who were killed

in World War II and have a Gold Star at Lamar in their
memory are: Richard Billman, A.K. Brooks, Henry Barrett,
George Beys, Edward Marceyra, Jack McCarthy, Robert S,amanie go, and William Dean Hawkins (El Paso's only Congr essional Medal of Honor Winner in World War II.).
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Parent-Teacher Association
The Parent-Teacher Association was organized at Lamar
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Parent-Teacher Association
The Parent-Teacher Association was organized at Lamar
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School on May 22, 1919 and has played an active part in
the history of th e school.

Some of the many projects

undertaken during the years are: the annual Hallowe'en
Carnival, a Fathers' Night Program each term; parties
for the members of the graduating class e s and the Patrol
Boys in January and in May;

Get-Acquainted Luncheon for

the faculty and new mothers each term; Christmas parties
in all classrooms; sponsors of the Girl Scout and Brownie
Troops.

The Lamar Parent-Teacher Association has bought

for the school: a movie mac hine and screen; a ditto
machine for the office; curtain and drapes for the auditorium; warm gloves for the Patrol Boys, a steam table
and wall clock for the cafeteria, an electric milk cooler
for the ca f eteria.

The P.T.A. and the Sch ool Board shared

the cost of the inte r-communication system, the cyclone
fence put around the school grounds, and the lighting of
the playground.

The Lamar P.T. A. was the first to sponsor

a Pre-School Group in El Paso.

Besides helpin g with many

of th e school's activities and programs, the mothers have
pre sented plays at n ight to entertain their children and
to raise f unds for their projects.

Two of the plays

were "Gold Dust" and"Just for Justine."
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4
Lamar P.T.A. Scrap Book.
Wh en Mrs. Empress Arri ngton, who had been principal
of Lamar School since 1922 and who had served for forty
years with the public schools, retired in May, 1940, the
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P.T.A. held a rece ption in her honor.

The reception was

held in the school auditorium from 7:30 to 9:30 and was
attended by a large crowd of men and women who had had
65
Mr s. Arri ngton as a teacher or as a principal.

5

Ibid.

Early records of the P.T.A. were lost, but the following mothers ha d served as president during the early- years:
Mrs. James A. Pickett, Mrs. P.D. Rice, Mrs. L. W. Erwin,
Mrs. C. L. North, Mrs. G.A. Young, Mrs. G. E. Crysler, Mrs.
J.E. Woods, Mrs. William We hner, Mrs. Oscar J. Allen, and
Mrs. S. L. Plumbley.

Those who served in recent years

were:
1938-1939
1939-1940
1940-1941
1941-1942
1942-1943
1943-1944
1944-1945
1945-1946
1946-1947
1947-1948
1948-1949
1949-1950
1950-1951
1951-1952
1952-1953
1953-1954
1954-1955
1955-1956

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
rs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

J. W. Oliverson
H.F. Flosi
L. R. Harding
D. P. Wilbanks
Henry Lowe
P. M. Kelly
V.T. Abbott
Drew Davis
Oscar Amadore
R. E. Barlow
L. W. Broughton
R. E. Escajeda
A.H. Witholder
Joe Salas
Joe Salas ( second term)
J. Hurley
C. V. Rutledge
Toby Tovar

These names were compiled from the P.T.A. historian's
book and scrap-book.
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Miscellaneous Items of Interest

During the year 191 3-1914, the El Paso Herald each
day published a paragraph _ on "The Students of the El Paso
Schools," dealing with th e activities in the various
schools.

In December, several of the paragraphs were a-

bout Lamar School.
One of the live organizations in Lamar School
is the Webster-Haynes Debating Club of the high
eighth grade. This club meets every Friday afternoon after school and alternately hol ds debates
and conducts parliamentary d rill.
Charles Thurston is the president. The judges
are a p pointed for the debates from the members of
the club and the meetings are conducted with parliamentary rules. The president, Charles Thurston,
repres ented the grammar schools of the city in ts~
annual oratorical contest held at Austin, Texas.

El Paso Herald, December 8, 1914, p.4.

Lamar Schoo l has reason to be proud of its
football teams. For three years this school · has
won the grammar scho ol championship of the city.
For two years the fo otball team has been undefeated - and only two times have they been scored
against, once this year and one time last season.
Lamar School has played the larger grammer school
teams - but has always won. It has defeated the
Junior High School team and the second Y. M.C.A.
team. 67

Ibid., December 10, 1914, p.4.
The girl basketball play~ of Lamar Sch ool
have made a most excellent r c ord this s eason.
Not once has this team been defeated. The boys
of the school have taken as great an int e re s t in
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the team's success as the girls and have
attended the games in good-sized crowds to
cheer the girls to victory. 68

Ibid., December _l4, 1914, p. 4Lamar is the only school in th e city to
have a Boys' Glee . Club. The club was formed
several years ago with the best singers among
upper grade boys. They have sung on many programs and have formed the choru s es of the
operas given at the school. 69

9

Ibid., December 16, 1914, p.4.

Opera programs are given twi c e a year in
the auditorium of Lamar. El Pa so is the only
city in which this feature is included in the
s chool work. The idea originated with the
principal, Miss A1 ice Fitzpatrick. So successful were the programs with the Lamar Sch ool
children that last year children of the ei ghth
grades of Vilas, Bailey, and San Jacinto we re
invited to participate.
The children study the principal choruses
of the opera to be given and t h en th e most
promin1nt musicians of the city sing the solos
and du e ts, while Mrs. W. R~ Brown of the Music
Department of the Woman's Club narrates the
story of the opera. 70
70
Ibid., December 17, 1914, p.4.
In the Lama r P .T.A. scrap-book was foun d an interesting clipping from the El Paso Times f or November, 1954.
The two first gra des of Lamar School were taken
to the Police Pistol Range for "Operation Small
Fry." He re ~ome on tricycles and some as pedestrians are taught how to cross the stre ets with
the li ght si gnals. Small li gh t si gnals are u se d.
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Another cli pping from the El Paso Herald-Post for
November, 1953 found in the P.T.A. scrap-bpok:
The Lamar Sc hool Orchestra composed of
thirty-nine children under the direction of
Albert A. Petersen will give a conc e rt for
the P . T.A. at the November meeting.
71
71

Lamar Parent-Teacher Association Scrap-Book.

S,uperintendent R. J. Tighe of the El Pa so Public
Schools praised Lamar students for their efficient fire
drill.

He said that they had broken the fire drill

record a s they had cleared the building in 47 seconds;
72
formerly it had taken 61 seconds.
72
El Paso Herald, October 31, 1913, p.7.
The last class of high eighths to graduate from
Lamar Sc hool held t he ir gra duation exercises on May 28 ,
1916.

In th e fall, the eighth grades were to attend

El Pa s o Hi gh Sc h ool.
Gra duation exe rcises f or the high ei ghth
grade at Lamar Sc hool will be held Monday
afternoon at two o'clock in the auditorium.
The program will consist of two parts. The
first will consist of a Greek play, "The
Return of Ulysses," adapted from Stephen
Philip's "Ulysses." The sc enes will be laid
in t he interior of Ulysses' palace and in
the banquet hall.
The s econd part of the pro gram will open
wi th anest hetic dance, "Le Secret", danc ed
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by Ila Mae McChesney, Emmie Wheatley, Marie
Kerr, and Rachel Boynton.
"The Cowboy's Dream" will be sung by a
chorus of cowboys in a cowboy camp sc ene.
The students of the seventh and eighth
grades will sing "Texas."
The certificate s of promotion to th e high
s ch ool will be presented to the high ei ghth
graduates by the princi pal, Miss Alice Fitzpatrick. 73

73

El Paso Herald, May 28, 1916, p.10.

Miss Bertha Calder, a grand-daught e r of Mirabeau
B. Lamar, is teaching the hi gh second grade at Lamar
School.

74

74

El Paso Herald, December 22, 1914, p.4.

The stereoptican machine at Lamar was the first to
be bought by an elementary school.

It was paid for by a

series of illustrated lectures given by R. J. Tighe, then
Sup e ri ntendent of the El Paso Public Schools.

The slides

for the machine were bought with money raised in various
75
ways by the pupils, teachers, and patrons.

75

Records of the Administrative Office.
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CONCLUSION

Lamar School has the distinction of having been the
first of the elementary schools to obtain the following:
School grounds with a definite, distinctive plan;
Cement yard seats and fountains;
Stereoptican machine and 600 slides;
A victrola;
A school paper;
School opera programs;
A sc hool orc hestra;
A boys' glee club;
An annual.
Although the El Paso Public School System has added
eighteen new elementary schools since Lamar Sc hool was
built, and although the City of El Pa so has continued to
grow eastward and the population of Lamar Sch ool has
changed, the spirit of loyalty, ambition, and co-operation
is still a distinctive characteristic of the students,
teache r s, and parents of Lamar School.

The sch ool build-

ing was given a new exterior paint job in the fall of

1949, and Lamar School is still a fine-looking school,
a credit to the El Paso Public Sc h ool System, and serves
its district well.
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APPENDIX
Principals of Lamar School:

1906
1920
1922
1940
1942
1943
1945
1948
1949
1950
1952
1954

-

1920
1922
1940
1942
1943
1945
1948
1949
1950
1952
1954
1955

Miss Alice Fitzpatrick
Miss Alicia Swann
Mrs. Empress Arrington
Mr. Guy McNeil
Miss Josephine Stueber
Miss Dorothy Emig
Mrs. Olga Pool Wilson
Mr. R.L.Springer
Mr. Hibbard Polk
Mr. P.L.Haney
Mr. J.V.Groce
Mr. Carold Jackson

First Faculty 1906 - 1907

Faculty 1908 - 1909

Frances Bills
Sallie Blakesley
Jean Borum
Bessie Roe
Alberta Heep
Sophia Gilchrist
Edith Giddings
Anna Washburn
Emma Hoffman
Alice Fitzpatrick - Principal

Allene Howren
Emma Lee Lott
Cora McDonald
Edith Giddings
Alberta Heep
Mabel Cummings
Sophia Gilchrist
Mazie Cole
Zuma Hartfield
Lillian Cole
A. Fitzpatrick - Prin.
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Faculty - 1909 -1910

Faculty 1915 - 1916

Lillian Cole
Zuma Hartfield
Mazie Cole
Sophia Gilchrist
Alberta Heep
Maud Caspary
Alta Craig
Eva McDonald
Edith Giddings
Florence Goddard
Mary J. White
Eunice Payne
Allene Howren
Lucille Pearce
Mary Henry
A. Fitzpatrick - Prin.

Bessie Hall
Edith Gidding s
Lillian Cole
Maude Strickland
Mae Pulliam
Margaret Jones
Mary Henry
Laura Nelson
Elizabeth Calder
Dove Husbands
Kate Mulcahy
Maude Nevels
He len Lucas
Eva Sta pleton
Lucille Cowan
Vera Hunt
Pauline Kr enz
Mary Andr e w (cadet)
A. Fitzpatrick - Prin.

Faculty

191 8 - 1 91 9

Mary Dugg an
May Ande rson
He len Lucas
Lillian Cole
Vivian Pome roy
Eva St a pl e ton
Salli e Jone s
Ve ra Hunt
Gertrud e Be l mar
Maude Ne v e ls
Marg a re t Jone s
Pearl Smith
Laura Ne lson
Elizabeth Hawkins
Lela Dodson
Maude Strickland
Este ll e Be r r ien
Alma Trotten
A. F itzpatrick - Prin.
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Faculty

1921 - 19 22

Anna Washbur n
May Ander son
Lillian Cole
Della Kiefer
Margue rite Iverson
Mabel Gray
Mamie Young
Annie Silverstein
Mary Ne i ghbors
Mabel Keeney
Be rnic e Judkins
Mar g aret Jones
Thalia Gill ett
Clyde Duncan
Kate Krause
Alicia Swann - Prin.

Faculty

1928 - 1929

Lillian Corcoran
Georg ia West
Lillian Cole
Verna Kergan
Jessie Cook
Mary McCarthy
Frances Muirhead
Virginia Kirkpatrick
Dorothea Montgonery
Marg aret Scott
Mabel Hall
Minnie Donovan
Anne Windberg
Gertrude Scoggins
Charlotte Crawford
Rowena Worrell
Effie Douglas
Myrtle Huffman
Margaret Jones
Hilda Light
Edna Williams
Wilma Scotten
Gladys McCarthy
Thomas Brennand
Empress Arrington - Prin.

Faculty 1933 - 1934
Minnie Donovan
Georgia West
Wilma Scotten
Elizabeth Dunne
Anne Windberg
Lillian Cole
Charlotte Crawford
Jessie Cook
Rowena Worrell
Frances Stout
Effie Douglas
Virginia Kirkpatrick
Margaret
Jones
Mary Tidwell
Hilda
Light
Violet Thurston
Edna Williams
Mabel Hall
E. Arrington - Prin.
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Faculty

1939 - 1940

Alta Stowell
Jessie Cook
Lill ian Cole
Elizabeth McKinney
Verna Thew
Virginia Kirkpatrick
Sallie Blake
Minni e Donovan
Mabel Hall
Pauline Polser
Charlotte Crawford
Anne Windberg
Wilma Scotten
Marg aret Jones
Guy Mc Neil
Hilda Light
Edna Williams
Elizabeth Boylan (Office)
E. Arring ton - Prin.

Faculty

1942 - 1943

Alta Stowell
Jessie Cook
Verna Thew
Catherine O'Malley
Minni e Donovan
Sallie Blake
Ge org ia Sherrill
Mabel Hall
dith ><'ngle
Salli e Howell
Marg ar e t Jones
Hilda Li ght
Juel Downs
Anne Windb erg
Wilma Scotten
Edna Williams
Bert Olliverson (Office)
Jos e phine Stueber - Prin.

Faculty

1940 - 1941

Alta Stowell
Jessie Cook
Lillian Cole
Elizabe th Mc Kinney
Verna Thew
Catherine 0 1 Malley
Sallie Blake
Minnie Donovan
Pauline Hayden
Mabe l Hall
Anne Windberg
Charlotte Crawford
Marg ar e t Jone s
Wilma Scotten
Troy Finche r
Edna Williams
Hilda Light
Mary Nell Hatch (Office)
Guy McNeil - Prin.

Faculty

1944 - 1945

Jean Sib ert
Alta Stowell
Eleanor Outlaw
Catherine 0 1 Malley
Verna Thew
Mabel Hall
Sallie Blake
Minnie Donov an
Elaine Nagley
Mary Allbaugh
Anne Windb er g
Joy ce Garthwaite
Edna Will iams
Wilma Scotten
Dorothy Emig - Prin.
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Faculty

1947 - 1948

Ann Lawhon
Emily Perry
Verna Thew
Franc e s Turrent i ne
Mabel Hall
Minni e Donovan
Leona Purvis
Barbara Henry
Hazel Huckaby
Maurine Snodgrass
Emmie Alexander
Anne Windberg
Edna Williams
Mildre d Bro om
Mary Schaeppi ( Office)
Ol g a Wilson - Prin.

Faculty

1950 - 19 51

Albert Messer
Ine z Arnold
Marie Riediger
Mary Alice Council
Minnie Donovan
Mary Dunagan
Muriel Gillespie
Marguerite Kelly
Betty Lockwood
Frances Lowrance
Betty Neug ebauer
Emily Perry
Rose Porter
Hannah Selig
Maurine Snodgrass
Verna Thew
Edna Williams
Anne Windberg
Alline Whitaker (Office)
P. L.Haney - Prin.

Faculty

1949 - 1950

Inez Arnold
Pauline At e r
Dane Bowen
Colleen Dakan
Minnie Donovan
Cleo Engler
Barbara Henry
Marguerite Kelley
Betty Lockwood
Elizabeth Neug ebauer
Emily Perry
Joyce Rematore
Maurine Snodgrass
Verna Thew
Frances Turrentine
Edna Williams
Anne Windberg
Harriet Gerb er (Off ice)
Hibbard Polk - Prin.

Faculty

1952 _1953

Julia Samanieg o
Florence Leishman
Virginia Warren
Louise Hartwick
Renee Gholz
Minnie Donovan
Inez Gilland
Dacia Lackey
Virginia Reed
Valilyan Strain
Susie O'Neill
Maurine Snodgrass
H.C.Hinton
Edna Williams
Anne Windb er g
Carol Merrick
Clarice Kni ght
Gilbert Dominguez
Wanda Hiday ( Offic e )
J.Verl Groce - Prin.
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Faculty

1954 - 1955

Maxine Bell
Arielia Mitchell
Virginia Warren
Renee Gholz
Louise Hartrick
Inez Gilland
Minnie Donovan
Docia Lackey
May Cousar
Susie O'Neill
Maurine Snodgrass
Edna Williams
Anne Windberg
H.C.Hinton
Carol Merrick
Blanche White
Doris Holmsley
Harriet Gerber (Office)
Garold Jackson - Prin.

INTERVIEWS

Miss Minnie Donovan be g an teaching at Lamar School
in the fall of 1923 and is teaching there at present.

Miss Dorothy Emig was principal of Lamar School from

1943 to 1945. She became principal of Houston School in
the fall of 1945 and holds that position at the present
time.

Mrs. Belle Howell taught the blind children in a
class at Lamar School from 1924 until 1941 when the class
was moved to Bailey School. Mrs. Howell is retired now.

Mrs. Alberta Heep Morse was a member of the first
Lamar School faculty. She became principal of Sunset
School in 1921. She was principal of Vilas School when
she retired.

Miss Alicia Swann
from 1920 until 1922.

was principal of Lamar School
She became principal of Crockett

School in the fall of 1923
until h er retirement.

and remained in that position
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Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar
Mirabeau B . Lamar was born in Louisville, Georgia on
August 16, 179 8 .

He was named by an eccentric bachelor

uncle, Zachariah Lamar, who lived with the family and
named all the sons after celebrities of history and literature.
Mirabeau was sent to school at the age of six, but
his n e rvous, impetuous temperament rendered

unbearable the

routine of school and he did not like to study.

Not until

he reached maturity did he learn the value and power of
knowledge.

His reading, wide though unsyst ematic and inde-

pendent of academic walls, was responsible for Lamar's
large fund of varied information, as well as for his polished
literary style which stamp ed him in later years as "highly
cultured" in the eyes of the Texas frontiersmen.
In 1819, he moved to Alabama and joined William Allen
in t he publication of the Cahawba Press and be g an h is keen
int e r e st in politics.

He returned to Oe orgia after a f ew

years to become private s e cretary to Governor Troup.

He

married Tabitha Jordan on January 1, 1 826 and moved to
Columbus, Georgia.

After his wife's death in 1830, Lamar

spent two years in travel.

He visited Texas and decide d
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to settle there.

At the Battle of San Jacinto he fought as

a private with the Texas army.
From that point Lamar's rise was rapid.

First, he was

appointed Secretary of War under President Sam Houston; then
in 1836 he was elected Vice-President of the Republic of
Texas.

On December 10, 1838, he was inaugurated President

of the Republic.
In his first message to Congress, he said his famous
words:
Cultivated mind is the g uardian genius of
democracy, and while g uided and controlled by
virtuB, it is the noblest attribute of man. It
is the only dictator that freemen acknowledge ,
and the only security which freemen desire. The
present is a propitious moment to lay the foundation of a g reat moral and intellectual edifice,
which will in after a ge s be hailed as the ~hief
ornament and blessing of Texas.
At his insistence Congress pass e d a bill e stablishing
the Texas Public School System on January 26, 1839.

His

foresight laid the foundation for the educational system
of Texas.

The schools of Texas today stand as t he tangi -

ble as well as the symbolical monuments to Lamar.
Mir abeau B. Lamar died on December 19, 1959.

Source: Philip Graham , The Life and Poems of Mirabeau B.
Lamar, University ofTor~CarolinaPress, 193E,
pp. 3 - 87.
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